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on the 23rd February/^ March, because of the cold and of the shortage
°f nn^hefollowinff day 'Ali Pasha left for Constantinople, to communicate
•	?£ PorteS's peace proposals in the form indicated above* ;  he
^Sfftf'lM"? ^an whom  Nadir had appointed
Imbassador to Turkey.   'Abdu'1-Baqi Khan was instructed to convey-
to the Sultan the news of Nadir's accession (although Nadir was not
actually Shah at the time of his departure,and had full powers to conclude
n«,rp    With 'Abdu'1-Baqi were Mirza 'Abdu'l-Qasim Kasham, the Sadr
L SMikhuilslfm of Persl, and Mulla 'AH Akbar, the new Chief Mulla' ;
the ecclesiastical members of this mission were to discuss with the Turkish
'ulama the religious points that were likely to arise in connection with the
Ta'fari sect and the erection of a fifth pillar in the Ka'ba. _   The mission
bore a letter4 from Nadir to the Sultan which set out, at considerable length,
the former's views on this subject and his reasons for urging the recog-
nition of the Ta'fari sect.   A special envoy was also sent to St. Petersburg
to notify the Empress of Nadir's accession ;   this envoy reached  St.
Petersburg early in July, 173^-
On the 7th March, Nadir's eldest son, Rida Quli, whom his father had
just appointed Vali of Khurasan, left the Mughan camp for Mashhad
to take up his new duties.5 Nadir instructed his son to reduce to obedience
'Ali Mardan Khan Afshar, the Governor of Andkhud, and he later ordered
him to take similar action against Abu'l-Hasan Khan, the Governor
of Balkh, who had refused to attend the ceremony on the Mughan plain.*
As the astrologers had recommended, the coronation ceremony was held
on the 24th Shawwal, 1148 (8th March, 1736), "at eight hours and
20 minutes after sunrise."7
Those khans and other persons of consequence who still remained at
»Catbolicos Abraham, p. 310. It is probable that many of the Khans left for the same reason.
The Catholicos states that there was a great scarcity of bread not only at Mughan, but also-
throughout the Tabriz district, Ganja, Erivan and elsewhere. The rest of the Catholicos's
description of the proceedings at Mughan and of the coronation ceremony is based on informa-
tion which he received from an Armenian priest named Ter Thouma, who remained at Mughan.
Ter Thouma was housed in Mirza Mahdi's tent and was therefore very close to Nadir's place-
of residence.
 •	Catholicos Abraham, p. 310.
 •	T.N., p. 170.    Mirza Mahdi is misleading here, as it appears from his account that Al
Pasha and the Persian Embassy left the Mughan plain after the coronation ceremony
The Catholicos, however, explicitly states that they left  2  days before, i.e., on the-
24th February/6th March.
 •	See the Maktub-i-Nadiri in the Armaghan (Tehran, October, 1929), pp. 449-453-
 •	Catholicos Abraham, p. 3*3-	_	„    „
 •	K.N., p: 63.   For particulars of the measures taken against these Governors, sec Chapter XVI.
T T.N., p. 169 and Durra-yi-Nadira.   The 24th Shawwal, which is the date given by Mirza Mahdi,
agrees exactly with that of the Catholicos Abraham, viz., 2Cth February (O.S.) or 8th March
(N.S.). Hanway is in error in stating that the coronation took place on tne nth/22nd March :
he is also incorrect in saying (Vol. IV, p. 127) that " the Armenian patriarch, who was in the:
camp, performed part of the ceremony, by buckling on his sabre."

